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Unitarian Universalist  
Fellowship of  Yellow Springs... 

NEWSLETTER   July 2009 

The Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Yellow Springs is pub-

lished monthly.  To submit material for the newsletter please do so by the 15th of each 

month.  Please submit material as non-formatted text in your e-mail or as an MS 

Word attachment in 12 pt New Times Roman with no formatting (bold, italic, etcé).   

Send material to David Kling at:  tau.athanasios@gmail.com  

"Getting to Know You ...... a 

glimpse at the lives of our 

members." 
  

GAYLE AND PAUL SAMPSON 

  

This amazing young couple designed and built 

the house they now live in on Jacoby Rd. 

They've been Ohio residents since 1989.  Paul 

runs an engineering consulting company, which 

requires quite a lot of travel.  When he's home 

he finds much ti keep him busy--furniture to 

design and build, landscaping their new prop-

erty--all those details that make their house a 

home. 

  

Gayle puts in a full day of schooling and still 

finds time to create textile designs.  The two 

large fabric designs hanging in our meeting 

room testify to her artistry.  This multi tal-

ented woman organizes and performs middle 

Eastern dancing.  Gayle is an expert on best en-

vironmental practices for building which makes 

her a treasured member of the B&G sub-

committee on "Green Sanctuary." 

  

The couple celebrate their wedding anniversary 

on June 26th.  

UUFYS members Joel Goldberg & 

Joan Chappelle staffing the Fellow-

shipôs table at the Yellow Springs 

Street Fair June 13th.  See more 

photographs on page 4. 
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July 2009 Program Calendar: 
 

Sunday, July 5 
 

8:30 a.m.: Spiritual discussion group, ñThey al-

ways say time changes things, but you actually 

have to change them yourself." (Andy Warhol) 

 

10:00 a.m.: ñWriters Speak,ò a program that will 

showcase the writings of a number or our talented 

Fellowship members--poems, musings, essays, 

stories. Come and enjoy.  .  

 

Sunday, July 12 
 

8:30 a.m.: Spiritual discussion group, "It is in jus-

tice that the ordering of society is cen-

tered." (Aristotle) 

 

10:00 a.m.: "Examining the Gap, Perceived and 

Real", presented by John Gudgel, principal of the 

Yellow Springs Middle and High Schools. 

Gudgel will focus on providing statistical infor-

mation pertaining to achievement differences and 

gaps between students in the YS Schools over the 

past several years. Discussion and dialogue on 

these statistics will be provided along with efforts 

in the Yellow Springs Schools and the community 

that are being undertaken to address this problem. 

 

Sunday, July 19 
 

8:30 a.m.: Spiritual discussion group, ñDreams 

that do come true can be as unsettling as those 

that don't."  (Brett Butler) 

 

10:00 a.m.: ñSpiritual Aspects of Dreamsò, pre-

sented by Dr. Philip King.  Dreams speak to our 

fundamental hopes, fears, and values.  As such 

they pose basic existential questions and are 

therefore spiritual in nature, whether they come 

couched in conventional religious terms or in non

-doctrinal spiritual terms.  Remembering one's 

dreams and sharing them with others enable peo-

ple to tap into this inner source of meaning and 

wisdom. 

 

Dr. King retired from Hawaii Pacific University, 

where he was Professor of Psychology.  He was 

on the Board of Directors and Vice-President of 

the International Association for the Study of 

Dreams.  Recently he coauthored a book with 

Kelly Bulkeley and Bernard Welt, "Dreaming in 

the Classroom:  Practices, Methods and Re-

sources in Dream Education," due for publication 

in 2010.. 

 

Tuesday, July 21 
 

7:00 p.m.: The UU Pagan discussion group, led 

by Brian Sammons, meets at the Fellowship 

meetinghouse.  Ley lines will be one of the topics 

for discussion. 

 

Sunday, July 26 
 

8:30 a.m.: Spiritual discussion group, ñAnger is 

never without Reason, but seldom with a good 

One."  (Benjamin Franklin) 

 

10:00 a.m.:  ñSpiritYOUalityò: This month's Re-

ligious Education exploration delves into one very 

personal aspect of this eternally huge subject. 

You! 

 

Itôs Salad Sundayðthe summertime alternative to 

our Souper Sundays.  Bring a salad or bread to 

share for a light lunch, following the morning 

program.  

 

Coming in August, 2009 

Sunday, August 2 
 

8:30 a.m.: Spiritual discussion group 

 

10:00 a.m.: ñConscience and Cognition: Rethink-

ing Moral Authorityò, presented by Dr. Mary T. 

White, professor and director of Medical Humani-

ties at Wright State Universityôs Boonshoft 

School of Medicine.   

 

This talk is inspired by the recent conscience 

(Continued on page 3) 
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clause legislation which broadens health care providers' right to refuse to participate in procedures  

they disapprove of.  But as we know, conscience also inspires some people to murder others, as re-

cently happened in Wichita.   In this talk I explore the meaning of conscience, where our ideas of mo-

rality come from, and what kinds of moral authority concerns of conscience deserve. 

  

11:30 a.m.:  A potluck lunch follows the program.  Bring a favorite summer dish to share and your 

own table service. 

(Continued from page 2) 

Share the Rwandan Experience 
 

      At the end of July Several Yellow Springs 

High School students and one teacher will be ac-

companying me to Rwanda for several weeks.  

While there the students will attend classes at 

Ecole des SciencesðByimana and each will as-

sist with the teaching of an elementary school 

class at a nearby school.  The teacher will work 

with the Byimana teachers helping them in this 

their first year of teaching in English.  This trip is 

the second phase of the exchange that last No-

vember and December brought two students and 

two teachers from the Byimana school to Yellow 

Springs High School. 

       Fellowship members have been very suppor-

tive of the Rwanda Project and, thus, are invited 

to share the experience with the students and 

teacher by donating toward the airfare expense of 

their trip.  Those who contribute to their trip will 

receive several email messages from Rwanda tell-

ing of their experiences and impressions.  All do-

nors will also be treated to a Rwandan meal and 

presentation by the travelers upon their return. 

      With your donation you will be able to hear 

the students reaction to the simple meals served in 

the school cafeteria.  You will learn how they 

cope with the cold water showers in the dormi-

tory.  The students will share with you their reac-

tions to a very different culture than that to which 

they are accustomed.  I know you will enjoy be-

ing a part of their experience. 

      The first phase of the Yellow Springs/

Byimana exchange was partially funded by the 

Morgan Family Foundation.  The economic 

downturn has eliminated the possibility of foun-

dation support.  Thus, you are being given the op-

portunity to support and to share this experience. 

       Your tax exempt donations can be given by 

check written to the Unitarian Universalist Fel-

lowship of Yellow Springs (UUFYS).  Please 

write ñRwanda Projectò in the note line on your 

check and mail to UUFYS, PO Box 480, Yellow 

Springs, OH  45387, give to Mary Sims, our 

treasurer or send to me.   

      I thank those of you able to give support to 

what I suspect will be an extraordinarily meaning-

ful experience for our students and teacher as well 

as those whom they meet in Rwanda. 

 

Al Schlueter 

Planned Parenthood Info 
 

For those of you who were unable to attend our 

Sunday program with Becki Brenner, President 

and CEO of Planned Parenthood Southwest 

Ohio Region or didn't take home a handout, if 

you are interested in volunteering or contribut-

ing to PPSWO, go to 

www.plannedparenthood.org/swoh or 

www.supportppswo.org  
or call 513-721-7635.   

 

If you would like to sign the Ohio Prevention 

First Act petition, go to www.ppaction.org/

campaign/OhioPreventionFirstAct 
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A Letter From UUA President Peter Morales 
June 28, 2009 

Friends, 

As you know, I have just been elected President of the Unitar-

ian Universalist Association (UUA). I have trouble expressing 

how profoundly I am touched by the confidence people have 

placed in me. I can only say, in the Spanish phrase, mil gra-

cias, ña thousand thanks." 

I am humbled and grateful. The challenges before us are 

great. We continue to live in a world where fear and hatred 

cause suffering and violence. Greed and acquisitiveness threaten life on our planet. We 

are surrounded by millions of people seeking a spiritual home that is free and open. We 

face historic cultural and ethnic change in America. 

We must learn to express our love and values in new cultural contexts. We will build on 

the great achievement of President Bill Sinkford in social witness. Ours will be a presi-

dency passionately engaged in the great moral issues of our time: economic justice, 

peace, and human rights. I would like to thank and praise the Rev. Dr. Laurel Hallman, 

the other candidate for president, for her deep insights and inspiring contributions to 

our faith. Her concerns for spiritual depth, covenantal relationships and stewardship are 

values I share. 

To Laurel's supporters, I offer my warmest welcome. There are no divisions in our 

movement, only complementarities. Your call for spiritual depth has always been a call 

that leads us to work together to make a better world. Together, we are answering the 

same call heard by Servetus, Ballou, Channing, Parker and Susan B. Anthonyða call 

to leave behind what is outmoded and to let compassion guide us as we shape a future 

together. 

The challenges we face are great. However, together we have the passion, the spirit, the 

determination and love to face the tests of our times. Together, we can grow our faith 

and help heal the world. We can be, we must be, the religion for our time. Together we 

are beginning an exciting new chapter in Unitarian Universalism. We are on a journey 

of faith together. 

ðPeter Morales 
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May 10, 2009 UUFYS Executive Board Meeting 

Minutes Summary 
 

Board Members Present: Joan Chappelle, Mary Donahoe, Martha Gardin, 

     Bengt Gregory-Brown, Jim Rose and Mary Sims. 

 

Fellowship Members Present: Al Schleuter, Peter Witcombe. 

 

The public portion of the meeting began with the following member concern: 

 

-- Al thanked the fellowship for passing funds through the UU to his Rwanda program(s) and re-

quested continued support through its second phase.  5 schoolkids and 1 teacher (Aurelia Blake) had 

applied to travel to Rwanda for three weeks.  Al is currently trying to raise funds to pay Aureliaôs 

ticket and reduce the cost of participation for the students.  A question was raised regarding the Fel-

lowship taking tax-deductible donations for an external project; Al and others clarified that Social 

Justice had taken this program on as a project; all agreed that providing donors with tax receipts was 

important.  Mary Sims suggested hosting a lasagna dinner fundraiser. 

 

-- As a separate item, Al noted that he and others felt pressured by repeated solicitations for pledges 

to the Fellowship.  He feels we have lost a quality of community involvement by moving to hire ser-

vices (office, grounds care, etc.), and recalled past experiences of working individually and as part of 

worker bees on whatever the Fellowship needed. 

 

-- Peter and Joan reported on their meeting with the minister and a member of the UUF of Miami Val-

ley.  21 churches, all involved in ñVote Dayton!ò program of the Obama campaign, are working to-

gether to build on this newfound success in community action.  The group selects a social issue (such 

as low-income housing) and focuses their efforts on it.  Peter will provide website information to the 

Board members. 

 

Old Business: 

 

-- Board meeting Agenda was received, modified and approved.  Modification was the tabling of the 

Conflict Resolution guidelines until June. 

 

-- Board meeting minutes: The minutes of the April Executive Board meeting and were unanimously 

accepted. 

 

New Business: 

 

-- 84 people are registered for Tar Hollow. 

 

-- Treasurerôs Report:  Mary Sims reported that our receivables might exceed past projections, but 

certain numbers were not confirmed.  Bengt moved that no action be taken until report figures were 

verified; motion was carried. 

 

-- Finance Committee:  $45,000 had been pledged for 2009-2010.  Discussion addressed question of 

(Continued on page 6) 
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how to deal with shortfalls in pledged receivables versus committee/program/membership needs; con-

sensus was reached that the Board could draw on Fellowship savings if necessary to continue fulfill-

ing its role to the members.  Jim moved to accept the Finance Committee recommendation of $45,000 

as the 2009-2010 budget; the motion was carried. 

 

--The agenda for the annual meeting on May 24th was planned and roles were agreed to, as follows: 

 Step 1) Confirm quorum; as current membership is 90, 30 members need to be present for vot-

ing to be official; a member count will be taken by a show of hands. 

 Step 2) Bylaw amendments are to be accepted ï Mary D. will address this. 

 Step 3) The Executive Board members will be voted in ï Mary D will address this. 

 Step 4) The Leadership Development Committee will be voted in ï Mary D will address this. 

 Step 5) 2009-2010 budget will be accepted ï Louis Sims and Judy Rose will address this. 

 Step 6) Volunteer Pledge Forms will be passed out ï Mary Sims will address this. 

 It was further agreed that each board member will bring finger food, cookies, finger sand-

wiches, etc. for 60 people. 

 

-- Care & Share:  Martha has created a spreadsheet of items/services offered & will present this at the 

annual meeting on May 24th. 

 

-- Green Sanctuary: Moved that we hire Netzero Homes to do a professional audit of the Fellowship 

building; motion carried.  Mary D will call and schedule. 

 

-- Coordinating Council: tabled until June meeting. 

 

-- Member Services: Mary D will enter our annual proxy voting. 

 

-- Mary Sims applied for and received our Certificate of Continuing Existence from the State of Ohio; 

weôre good for the next 5 years. 

 

Veronica Duke joined as an official member today. 

(Continued from page 5) 

Here is the Board meeting agenda for July: 

 

-- Chalice lighting and check-in 

-- Review of agenda 

-- Acceptance of minutes for May 2 (Executive Board Meeting), May 10 (Monthly Board Meeting), 

May 24 (Annual UUYS Meeting), and June 14 (June Board Meeting) 

-- Election of Vice-President position on Board 

-- Selection of board member representative to Coordinating Council) 

-- Board retreat in August (when, where and draft of agenda) 

-- Conflict Resolution Guidelines (discussions of final draft and vote on acceptance by Board) 

-- Report on energy audit of Fellowship building 

-- Treasurer's report 

-- Finance Committee (vote on investment policy) 

-- Stewardship Committee report on status of 2009-2010 pledge drive 

-- Annual Meeting outcomes  
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The Unitarian Universalist  

Fellowship of Yellow Springs at the  

Yellow Springs Street Fair 

June 13 2009 

Joel Goldberg 

Judy Williams 

Denise Cupps, Shelley Amos, Joel Goldberg 

October 10th, 

2009 is the next 

Street Fair.  

Mark your  

calendar and  

volunteer! 


