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Unitarian Universalist  
Fellowship of  Yellow Springs... 

NEWSLETTER   December 2009 

The Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Yellow Springs 

is published monthly.  To submit material for the newsletter please do so by 

the 15th of each month.  Please submit material as non-formatted text in 

your e-mail or as an MS Word attachment in 12 pt New Times Roman with 

no formatting (bold, italic, etcé).   Send material to David Kling at:  

tau.athanasios@gmail.com  

December 2009 Program Calendar: 
 

Sunday, December 6 

 
8:30 a.m.: Spiritual discussion group, óI How do you enrich and purify your-

self spiritually?ò 

10:00 a.m.: ñScience, Truth, and Beliefò, presented by James L. Caplinger.  

Truth can be both relative and elusive, but the serious student or citizen will 

seek always to move toward an understanding of what is true . How do science and belief fit to this 

search?  James Caplinger is a former governmental official, college president, and financial officer 

who currently serves on two corporate boards and maintains a small law practice in Springfield. 

11:30 a.m.: A potluck lunch follows the program.  Bring a favorite summer dish to share and your 

own table service. .   

 

Sunday, December 13 
  

8:30 a.m.: Spiritual discussion group, "How do you tap into the óuniversal allô?ò What helps make 

that intangible place tangible for you?ò  

10:00 a.m.: "What Would You Do If You Found Yourself Homeless?"  If you lost your job tomor-

row and you found your savings depleted very quickly, what would you do?  You come to the reali-

zation that if money doesn't start coming in it is possible you could be a statistic and one of "those" 

people that is being talked about on the news as the new homeless. What would you do?  Cheryl 

Carter, Director of Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN) of Greene County, will address this topic, as 

well as other homeless issues.  Carter has been the Executive Director of IHN for the past 13 years. 

Prior to that, she worked for The Salvation Armies in metro Detroit. She is a member of the Greene 
(Continued on page 2) 
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County Housing Coalition and sits on the Shelter 

Providers Committee. 

 

Sunday, December 20 
 

8:30 a.m.: Spiritual discussion group, òAre there 

specific ways or practices you follow for healing 

and ridding yourself and your life of negative en-

ergies and disruptions?ò 

10:00 a.m.:ñHoliday Stories and Songsò, the Fel-

lowshipôs traditional intergenerational holiday 

program, produced by Mitzi Manny, Minister of 

Music and Celebrations.  The latter part of the 

program will be devoted to singing favorite 

Christmas carols, by request.  

 

Tuesday, December 22 
 

7:00 p.m.  ñUUFYS Yule Cele-

brationò Please join us for the as 

we honor and welcome the return 

of the Sun as well as celebrating 

the coming together of our ex-

tended families here at the fel-

lowship and the community at 

large. There will be a few 

"traditional" elements involved, 

as well, and maybe a surprise or 

two.   As always, you are invited to bring a snack/

dish/etc. to share! 

 

Sunday, December 27 
 

8:30 a.m.: Spiritual discussion group, ñHow 

would you design your daily life and rituals if you 

had the complete freedom to do so? How different 

is that picture from what you do now?ò 

10:00 a.m.: ñOut of the Darknessò, our annual 

year-ending service.  Bengt Gregory-Brown and 

Blythe Pelham, with the assistance of the youth of 

the congregation, will help guide us out of the 

Darkness of Winter, toward the Comforting Light 

of the Coming Year. Bring drums and noisemak-

ers to drive out regrets and sorrows as we turn 

toward our hopes and aspirations. 

 

Itôs ñSouper Sundayò.  Plan to stay for soup, 

bread and conversation.   

 

 

Coming in January, 2010 

Sunday, January 3 
 

8:30 a.m.: Spiritual discussion group. 

10:00 a.m.: "The Time has come for Health Care 

Reform," The speaker will be James G. Anderson, 

Ph.D.,  professor of Medical Sociology and 

Health Communication at Purdue Univer-

sity.   His talk will cover the provisions in the 

House and Senate bills, the position of the major 

interest groups, (i.e., insurance industry, pharma-

ceutical industry and health care providers) and 

the campaign to defeat reform 

involving lies and misrepresenta-

tions . Dr. Anderson  earned all 

his degrees at Johns Hopkins Uni-

versity and has 

been at Purdue over 30 years.  He 

is the brother-in-law of Al 

Schlueter. 

11:30 a.m.:  A potluck lunch fol-

lows the program.  Please bring 

your own table service and a gen-

erous dish to share.  

(Continued from page 1) 

The next Board meeting will be held on 

Sunday 12/13 at noon at the Fellow-

ship.  Prior to the meeting the Board will 

meet with congregation members and 

friends to address their con-

cerns.  Agenda items will include: 

 

Chalice lighting and check-in 

Review of November minutes 

Treasurer's report 

Finance Committee 

Building and Grounds report 

Leadership Development 

Coordinating Council report 

2009 Board goals progress  
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Welcomers for the winter 

 

Here is the schedule for Welcomers for the months of January through April, 2010.   I thank everyone 

in advance for their willingness to make our guests and members feel warmly welcomed.  As a re-

minder to everyone please be sure that visitors fill out the blue information cards which then go to 

Helen Pelzl or Mary Sims.  We want to keep track of our visitors.  I will not be in Ohio from January 

through mid-April.  I know that Fellowship members will be helpful if needed.  Following is a list of 

Welcomers and those willing to be called to substitute if needed. 

 

January 3 - 31:  Paul and Gayle Sampson 

February 7 ï 28:  Sandy Love and Sam Young 

March  7 and 14:  Marianne Whelchel and Denise Cupps 

             21 and 28:  Helen Pelzl and Joan Chappelle 

April  4 ï 25:  Sylvia Carter Denny and Veronica Duke 

May  2 ï 30:  Len and Mary Cargan 

 

Those willing to be substitutes are: 

 

Holly Katchmer - 767-2782 

Joyce Mayhew - 426-2952 

Hardy Ballantine - 767-7417 

Sharon Mohler - 767-7405 

Sylvia Carter Denny - 767-7395 

 

Thanks to you all. See you in April.  Mary Cargan.  

Thanksgiving 2009  
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Odds & Ends! 

 

A Green Idea: 
 

 Use a pressure cooker!  It uses less time and 

therefore less energy to cook anything.  For in-

stance, brown rice cooks in 15 minutes instead of 

50; dry beans in 30 minutes instead of two hours; 

and potatoes in four minutes instead of 

twenty. They are moderately priced and the mod-

ern versions are convenient and safe to use(if you 

read and follow the directions, of course.) 

 

Make Sure Your Stocks Donôt Support 

Genocide in Darfur: 

 
Since 2003, over 300,000 people have been killed 

in the genocidal war in western Su-

dan's Darfur region, and the Sudanese military 

and the Janjaweed militia have forced over 2.5 

million to flee their villages and become refugees. 

 

The UU Service Committee is working to protect 

civilians ï especially women ï from the ongoing 

violence; promote a just and peaceful resolution 

to the conflict; and hold perpetrators of the geno-

cide accountable for crimes against humanity. An 

important part of this is asking American invest-

ment firms to cease supporting the genocide, by 

divesting their mutual funds of certain stocks. 

 

PetroChina is one of the many large oil industry 

partners of the government of Sudan ï a govern-

ment headed by an accused war criminal. Many 

large U.S. mutual fund companies, including 

American Funds, are investing their customers' 

money in PetroChina.  American Funds share-

holders forced a vote November 24 on a proposal 

to adopt a genocide-free investing policy ï a pro-

posal the company opposed.  

 

UUSC and our colleagues at Investors Against 

Genocide (IAG) need your help to end the prac-

tice of investing in genocide. Previous actions 

have successfully pressured TIAA -CREF and oth-

ers to divest, so we know our efforts are making a 

difference! 

 

How can you help support this important 

work?  Please volunteer to submit a shareholder 

proposal for any mutual fund you have held for 

over a year and in which you have at least $2,000 

invested. IAG has made the process very easy and 

completely confidential.  Visit their website 

at info@investorsagainstgenocide.org for details 

on this.  Becoming a volunteer costs nothing, ex-

tends the reach of the campaign, and helps to 

force a vote and increased public attention on the 

problem of financial firms investing in geno-

cide.  Itôs time to stop using our money to per-

petuate this! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from the Finance Committee: 
 

The Finance Committee is in the process of evalu-

ating our investments and investment strategies.  

Last Spring we prepared an investment policy 

which was approved by the Board of Trustees.  

This policy precludes direct investment in the 

stock of a company.  The policy also directs us to 

seek out socially-responsible investment funds.  

We have been reviewing the performance of our 

PAX fund and are trying to find other socially-

responsible funds with low fees.  So far we have 

been leaning toward the Vanguard series of funds 

because of their low fees but are shying away 

from their socially-responsible fund because of its 

poor performance.  Our next meeting is scheduled 

for 3:00 p.m. at the Simsô house at 1333 Corry 

St., Yellow Springs, on December 3, 2009.  You 

are welcome to join the meeting or to call/email 

Louis Sims to suggest a mutual fund that meets 

our criteria. 

http://actnow.uusc.org/site/R?i=WedJ0RhCliXJ9cDldc6y5g..

