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Unitarian Universalist  
Fellowship of  Yellow Springs... 

NEWSLETTER   August 2009 

The Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Yellow Springs is pub-

lished monthly.  To submit material for the newsletter please do so by the 15th of each 

month.  Please submit material as non-formatted text in your e-mail or as an MS 

Word attachment in 12 pt New Times Roman with no formatting (bold, italic, etcé).   

Send material to David Kling at:  tau.athanasios@gmail.com  

Getting Involved in UUFYS 
 

 Our Fellowship functions best when members and friends are involved.  In fact, the Fellow-

ship wouldnôt exist without the contributions of the talents, gifts, interests and enthusiasms of our 

members and friends.  There is plenty to do! 

 There are options for everyone:  short-term, long-term, once a month or one time only; time-

consuming or quick; geared to extroverts or introverts, group and individual.  Although responsibility 

for the tasks is organized by committee, you donôt have to join the committee and attend meetings if 

meetings arenôt your thing. 

 You may have an idea of how youôd like to participate.  Or you can see what interests you in 

the lists below.  Then fill in a blue VOLUNTEER PLEDGE FORM and leave it at the Meeting 

House.  Weôll contact the committee chairs to inform them of your interestéor you can contact the 

person in charge directly as indicated.  Everythingôs better when you get involved! 

 

 MEMBER SERVICES:  be a Welcomer for a month; keep in touch with visitors and new-

comers; provide short term help through Help One Another; work on program to attract new mem-

bers; update pamphlets for visitors; work a shift at Street Fair; organize new adult interest groups.  

Contact:  Mary Sims, 767-1603 

 HOSTING AT THE MEETING HOUSE:  set up for Sunday services; set up for potlucks; 

set up coffee/tea and food tables; provide snacks; clean up after meetings or potlucks; manage 

kitchen cleanliness and supplies; run the sound system on a Sunday.  Contact:  Judy Williams, 376-

3459. 

 PROGRAMS:  select Sunday program topics; sing in choir or provide music; present Sun-

day program topic; present readings or stories; develop additional worship services.  Contact:  Pro-

grams ï Judy Williams, 376-3459; Music ï Mitzi Manny, 767-0241. 

 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND EXPLORATION:  help plan appropriate programs for 

various age groups; teach or help on a Sunday; plan and lead interest groups for adults.  Contact:  

Blythe Pelham, 937-780-6035, or Bengt Gregory-Brown, 937-831-9653. 

 SOCIAL JUSTICE:  work on local community-building projects; select topics for monthly 

(Continued on page 3) 
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August 2009 Program Calendar: 
 

Sunday, August 2 

 
 8:30 a.m.: Spiritual discussion group, 

ñThe book that has made the biggest difference in 

your life and why?ò 

 10:00 a.m.: ñConscience and Cognition: 

Rethinking Moral Authorityò, presented by Dr. 

Mary T. White, professor and director of Medical 

Humanities at Wright State Universityôs Boon-

shoft School of Medicine.   

 This talk is inspired by the recent con-

science clause legislation which broadens health 

care providers' right to refuse to participate in pro-

cedures they disapprove of.  But as we know, 

conscience also inspires some people to murder 

others, as recently happened in Wichita.   In this 

talk I explore the meaning of conscience, where 

our ideas of morality come from, and what kinds 

of moral authority concerns of conscience de-

serve. 

  11:30 a.m.:  A potluck lunch follows the 

program.  Bring a favorite summer dish to share 

and your own table service. .   

 

Sunday, August 9 

 
 8:30 a.m.: Spiritual discussion group, " 

What is your favored mode of meditation, con-

versing with the universal all, being one, finding 

center, being with God...?ò 

 10:00 a.m.: "Thereôs No Place Like 

Home!ò   This program will feature a DVD of 

slides and videos put together by Patti Dallas to 

celebrate the 10th anniversary of Yellow Springs 

Home, Inc.  Marianne MacQueen, Director of the 

organization, will supply narration.  Homeowners 

will be present to share their personal experiences 

of purchasing and living in Home, Inc. 

homes.  During the past ten years our Fellowship 

has been active in supporting Yellow Springs 

Home, Inc.  This will be an opportunity to hear of 

its accomplishments and to learn about future ac-

tivities and needs. 

 

 

Sunday, August 16 
 

8:30 a.m.: Spiritual discussion group, ñIs there an 

afterlife? What is heaven?ò 

 

10:00 a.m.: ñJacques DeMolay and the Knights 

Templar,ò presented by UUFYS member David 

Kling, UU seminarian at Methodist Theological 

School in Ohio.  This presentation will include 

historical information on the last Grand Master of 

the Knights Templar a military order suppressed 

by the Roman Catholic Church in 1307, informa-

tion on the Knights Templar and how the story of 

DeMolay can be used as a metaphor for a virtuous 

life.  

 

Tuesday, August 18 
 

7:00 p.m.: The UU Pagan discussion group, led 

by Brian Sammons, meets at the Fellowship 

meetinghouse.  

 

Sunday, August 23 
 

 8:30 a.m.: Spiritual discussion group, 

ñWhat are some of your spiritual practices? What 

works for you? Do you have special rituals that 

you can share? Do they relate to healing?? 

 10:00 a.m.:  ñThe Art of Happiness", pre-

sented by Grover Chriswell.   Probably the state 

of being that the majority of us enjoy most is hap-

piness. We like to be happy; we jump for joy; we 

smile when we are filled with those warm, happy 

feelings. We are sad when happiness eludes us 

and we can not kindle the spark. What makes for 

happiness is sometimes a mystery. The same in-

gredients don't always get the same result and the 

prize of happiness eludes us. Short cuts to happi-

ness are sometimes dangerous and often tangen-

tial. What makes for true happiness and how do 

we cultivate it? This will be the focus of our re-

flections together. 

 Grover Criswell is an ordained minister in 

the Christian Church (Disciples) and preaches fre-

quently at the First Presbyterian Church in Yel-

low Springs. He is a pastoral psychotherapist in 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Dayton who has been in private practice with his 

wife Kathryn Van der Heiden since 1980. He has 

been the chairperson for the Ethics Committees of 

the American Academy of Psychotherapists and 

the International Integrative Psychotherapy Asso-

ciation. He wrote the Code of Ethics for both or-

ganizations.  

 

Sunday, August 30 

 
 8:30 a.m.: Spiritual discussion group, 

ñAlive or dead, with whom would you wish to 

share a meal, cup of tea or simply ask a ques-

tion?ò 

 10:00 a.m.: òThe Dog Days of Summerò  

Have you been experiencing or been afflicted by 

the dog days of summer this year? The Religious 

Education Committee will help you mix up that 

stagnant feeling with some humor and song. 

 11:30 a.m.:  Itôs Salad Sundayðthe sum-

mertime alternative to our Souper Sundays.  Bring 

a salad or bread to share for a light lunch, follow-

ing the morning program.  

 

  

Coming in September, 2009 

Sunday, September 6 
 

 8:30 a.m.: Spiritual discussion group. 

 10:00 a.m.: ñWaters Flowing Togetherò, 

produced by Mitzi Manny, Minister of Music and 

Celebration.  This program of ingathering will 

feature our traditional end-of-summer ritual of 

combining water, collected from near and far, in a 

communal container.   Members and friendsð

kids, tooðare invited to share something about 

their summer activities and about the source of 

their water.   

 11:30 a.m.:  A potluck lunch follows the 

program.  Bring a favorite end-of-summer dish to 

share and your own table service.  

(Continued from page 2) 

social justice Sunday programs; study UUA 

Statements of Conscience; work with other Yel-

low Springs organizations on social justice issues 

of common interest.  Contact:  Joan Chappelle, 

767-7056, or Denise Cupps, 831-6441. 

 BUILDING AND GROUNDS:  volun-

teer for work bees; manage decorations and art 

for the building; learn about the mechanical sys-

tems; do repairs for the building and furniture; 

paint; help the GARDEN group plant, mulch, 

weed and water; buy supplies for the janitor and 

kitchen.  Contact:  Hank Lapp, 767-2708. 

 ADMINISTRATION AND FI-

NANCES:  serve on the Board or the Leadership 

Development Committee or the Finance Commit-

tee or the Stewardship Committee; put on a fund 

raiser; distribute the newsletter; take pictures of 

UUFYS activities; keep bulletin boards current; 

recruit and coordinate volunteers.  Contact:  Ad-

ministrative Assistant, Helen Pelzl, 767-1081. 

 

Martha Gardin, 767-7474 

(Continued from page 1) 

Coordinating Council  

August 30th 

 
 The UUFYS depends on its committees to 

do the work of the Fellowship.  This happens in 

all church groups and more so in a lay-led one 

like ours. 

 With no central person running the show, 

how do we coordinate the activities of 11 differ-

ent groups?  The answer?  We have evolved the 

Coordinating Council of Committees to share 

questions, problems and solutions among the 

committees.  It meets quarterly, with the next 

meeting scheduled for Sunday, Aug. 30, at 

noon.  Greg Treadwell, member-at-large on the 

Executive Board, has agreed to plan the agenda 

and schedule and chair the meetings.   

 If you work on a committee ï which of 

course is the best way to have your voice heard ï 

and have concerns that involve other committees, 

please bring them to your committee chair for 

airing on Aug. 30. 
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Minutes Summary 

June 14th, 2009 UUFYS Executive Board Meeting 
 

 

Present: Joan Chappelle, Mary Donahoe, Debbie Downey, and Martha Gardin  

Absent:  Bengt Gregory-Brown, Jim Rose and Mary Sims 

 

Joel Goldberg, who will be serving on the Executive Board 7/1/09 also attended. A quorum was not 

present and no items could be voted on at this meeting. 

 

The public portion of the meeting began at noon with the following: 

--Al Schlueter reported he had met the requirements for contributions to the Rwanda school he sup-

ports to be tax deductible.  

 

--Peter Whitson commended the board on the improved congregational morale and culture that has 

developed over the past year.   

 

The official portion of the meeting began at 12:15.   

 

--Review of May board meeting minutes: The following minutes were tabled for acceptance until the 

July board meeting due to the lack of a quorum at todayôs meeting: 5/2/09 Special Executive Board 

meeting; 5/10/09 Regularly scheduled Board meeting; 5/24/09 Annual Meeting. 

 

--Treasurerôs report: Mary Sims had e-mailed the financial report to members prior to leaving for va-

cation.  Martha noted that there will be about a $5,000 surplus for 2008-2009.  Members discussed 

possible uses for this money.  Debbie raised the possibility of the 2009-2010 pledge drive falling 

short (current data were not available but the goal had not yet been met) and that any surplus this year 

might be needed to meet basic budget requirements next fiscal year.  

 

The Executive Board will meet with committee chairs in July to discuss: 1) 2008-2009 budget expen-

ditures and spending patterns; 2) 2009-2010 budget and the possibility of forming an Enrichment 

Fund in the event of surplus fund availability; 3) strengthening Coordinating Council; and 4) Execu-

tive Board vision and goals including the relationship of committees to the board.   

 

Old Business 

 

--Finance Committee: An Executive Board vote on a proposed investment policy was postponed until 

July. 

 

--Annual Meeting: Members shared their good feelings about this event.  Congregational feedback on 

the efficiency and organization of the meeting as well as the quality of the luncheon were overwhelm-

ingly positive.  

 

--Green Sanctuary: Mary D. shared a quote of $400 from a local firm for an energy audit.  Debbie 

suggested that another quote, for example from DP&L, be obtained so as to make an informed deci-

sion about resource management.   
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--Personnel: Martha is supervising Helen in the absence of Mary Sims.  Helen recently started a full-

time job but thinks that she can continue working ten hours/week as Administrative Coordinator.  Her 

six-month performance review will be done in July.  Members reaffirmed a $1/hour salary increase 

previously approved if her review is good. 

 

--Member Services: Debbie reported on the 5/31 Member Services Committee meeting.  Follow up to 

that meeting, with particular focus on publicity, is set for July.  Martha discussed possible volunteer 

recruitment activities. 

 

Martha and Joel worked at the UUFYS Street Fair booth and said that many people signed the mar-

riage equality petition and asked questions about UUism.  

 

--Coordinating Council (CC): The Executive Board will vote on a new chair at next monthôs board 

meeting as Jim will have fulfilled his term as a board member. Board members determined that quar-

terly meetings for the CC were too infrequent and set a new schedule of meeting every other month; 

the next meeting will be in August. 

 

--Conflict Resolution Guidelines: Joan indicated that the Conflict Resolution Team reviewed the 

guidelines as requested by the board.  Debbie began leading members through an examination of the 

document and suggested changes.  Debbie and Joan will meet prior to the next board meeting to com-

plete this review and type a revised document. 

 

New Business 

 

--General Assembly Delegates: Mary D. and Joan will cast votes on behalf of UUFYS for a new 

UUA president. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:10 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Debbie Downey, Secretary  

Agenda for the August UUFYS Board Meeting: 

 

Chalice lighting 

Review of July minutes 

Treasurer's Report 

Finance committee: mutual funds 

Investment policy 

Conflict Resolution Guidelines 

Board Retreat Aug. 23rd noon-4pm Mary Simm's house 

Elect vice president 

Committee reports 

New business: bylaw changes: 

 - Quorum for Board meetings 

 - Date new members assume responsibility"  
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News from Heartland District 

 
The UU Association in Boston connects with congregations across the nation through monthly pack-

ets to the ministers and Boards and through a multitude of internet groups.  Their sites offer informa-

tion and best practices for ministers, congregations, religious educators and administrators on the 

UUA site www.uua.org.  This site also provides the Church of the Larger Fellowship which offers 

spiritual resources for individuals or small groups outside formal congregations, and links to the UUA 

bookstore and Skinner books, which sell great birthday and Christmas books, especially for children. 

  

The UUA also connects with congregations through the regional districts, which provide help for 

ministers being ócalledô to churches, congregations resolving conflicts, and training for lay leaders 

and volunteers.  Our district is the Heartland UU District, which was carved from western Ohio, Indi-

ana and parts of Michigan, Kentucky and Illinois.  The classes HUUD has provided have been a great 

help to this Fellowship in pledge canvasses, best practices for Sunday services and how to better sup-

port our members ï both new and old friends. 

  

The Heartland District is changing leadership as of August 1.  The previous Executive Director, 

Nancy Combs-Morgan, will return to her true interest as director of programs.  The new Executive 

Director is Lisa Presley, who had previously been the acting director.  Lisa is a minister and was 

trained as an accountant, and the Board looks forward to working with her.  For the latest news on 

seminars and classes offered by HUUD, go to www.heartland.org. 

Interested in Membership? 
 

Are you a frequent visitor, new to UUism but interested in knowing more about formal 

membership?  Or perhaps a previous UU who is new to this area?  We hold informa-

tion sessions about formally joining this Fellowship for either individuals or groups ï 

please contact Mary Sims, chair of the Member Services committee, at 767-1603 or 

shbuzz2001(at)sbcglobal.net.  She is happy to answer your questions. 
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Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Yellow Springs 

 Potluck  Dinner Groups       óDinner  for  8ô               Autumn  2009      
Please join this annual social activity for UUôs!   Groups of 8 or 10 meet in membersô homes for 

monthly dinners, from September through December, to enjoy good food and get to know each other 

better.  For more information, call Mary Sims, 767-1603.  

Names of family members participating:            Phone: 

  (If children included, give ages too.) 

        Address: 

 

        Email: 

Any       }            Accessibility:  ___________________________________________________ 

special  }            Food allergies/diets: ______________________________________________ 

requirements }   Vegetarian: _____________________________________________________ 

for         }            Transportation: __________________________________________________ 

 

Number of adults your home can accommodate:  ______  ( i.e.,  ____ hosts + ____ guests) 

Are the entrance and bathroom of your home accessible?     Yes     No 

If no children listed above, check one:     Ǐ Children welcome              Ǐ  Prefer adults only 

Would you drive others to the dinners?     Yes     No 
NOTE:  Please return this to the UUF office (Box 480, Yellow Springs 45387) no later than Sunday, August 

23.   We will set up the groups so you may start meeting and eating in early September.   Because it is not al-

ways possible to honor all your requests, please indicate if any of your preferences cannot be compromised, 

such as size of group, tolerance for meat, etc. 

Youôre Invited! 

 
 You and your family are invited to a La-

bor Day picnic on Monday, Sept. 7, at the home 

of Louis and Mary Sims. 

 The fun begins at 4:00 p.m. ï food will 

be served at 5:00 p.m. --  and you are requested 

to bring food and drink to share and comfort-

able chairs if you donôt like the UUF plastic 

ones.  Please notify Mary and Louis if you plan 

to attend, so they will know how many to ex-

pect, and mention whether you have lawn 

games, such as croquet, bocce or badminton to 

bring. 

Potluck Dinner Groups  

are Starting 
 

 The annual social activity for UUF mem-

bers and friends is starting early this year ï in 

September instead of October.  Then, to deal with 

the perennial happenings of snowbirds moving 

south for several months and newcomers joining 

the Fellowship, we will sign up new groups for 

February through May or June.  

 Donôt be shy ï itôs easy for everyone to 

host a potluck dinner for the group one month, at 

either your house or one of the other homes ï and 

enjoy fine dining and relaxing conversation every 

month your group meets.  Itôs a great way to get 

to know other people in the UUF community, and 

an easy way to enjoy dinner out.  

 Still not sure you could carry this 

off?  Talk with Mary Sims, 767-1603, for more 

information.  Then, fill out the registration form 

and send it to the meeting house office.  Join the 

fun! 
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Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Yellow Springs 

P.O. Box 480 

Yellow Springs  OH  45387-1480 

The Principles of the Unitarian Universalist Association 
 
We, the member congregations of the Unitarian Universalist Association, covenant to affirm and promote: 
 

The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

Justice, equity and compassion in human relations; 

Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations; 

A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and in society at 
large; 

The goal of world community with peace, liberty and justice for all; 

Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 
 
The living tradition which we share draws from many sources: 
 

Direct experience of that transcending mystery and wonder, affirmed in all cultures, which moves us to a re-
newal of the spirit and an openness to the forces which create and uphold life; 

Words and deeds of prophetic women and men which challenge us to confront powers and structures of evil 
with justice, compassion and the transforming power of love; 

Wisdom from the world's religions which inspires us in our ethical and spiritual life; 

Jewish and Christian teachings which call us to respond to God's love by loving our neighbors as ourselves; 

Humanist teachings which counsel us to heed the guidance of reason and the results of science, and warn us 
against idolatries of the mind and spirit; 

Spiritual teachings of Earth-centered traditions which celebrate the sacred circle of life and instruct us to live 
in harmony with the rhythms of nature. 


